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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 PORT 0 00746 081338Z 
ACTION ARA-14 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SOE-02 AID-05 CEA-01 CIAE-00 
COME-OO DODE-OO EB-08 DOE-11 H-02 INR-10 INT-05 
L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 OMB-01 PM-05 USIA-15 OES-07 
SP-02 SS-15 STR-07 TRSE-00 ACDA-12 /131 W 

016799 090007Z/66 

R 081300Z MAR 78 
FM AMEMBASSY PORT OF SPAIN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2114 

UNCLAS PORT OF SPAIN 0746 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ENRG, TD 

SUBJECT: TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO'S GAS RESERVES 

1 . EMBASSY HAS BEEN INFORMED THAT OFFICIALS IN VARIOUS 
WASHINGTON AGENCIES HAVE BEEN QUOTING AN ESTIMATE OF 
30-32 TRILLION CUBIC FEET AS TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO'S POTENTIAL 
GAS RESERVES. SOURCE FOR THIS ESTIMATE WAS SAID TO BE 
LETTER OF JULY 7 FROM PRIME MINISTER WILLIAMS TO SECRETARY 
VANCE PROPOSING ECONOMIC BILATERAL DISCUSSIONS. 

2. THIS ESTIMATE IS CONSIDERABLY HIGHER THAN THAT COMMONLY 
USED BY KNOWLEDGEABLE OFFICIALS IN TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO. 

WE UNDERSTAND FROM OFFICIAL OF MINISTRY OF PETROLEUM AND 
MINES THAT PROVEN RESERVES ARE NOW 8.5 TRILLION CUBIC FEET, 

AND TOTAL RECOVERABLE RESERVES ARE BELIEVED TO BE WITHIN 
14-18 TRILLION CUBIC FEET. FIGURE OF 31 TRILLION CUBIC 

FEET USED IN ENCLOSURE TO WILLIAMS LETTER (TABLE IV) INCLUDES 
LARGE ELEMENT OF GUESSWORK AS TO WHAT POSITION MIGHT BE IF ALL 
RESERVES WERE KNOWN, AND BEARS NO RELATION TO POTENTIAL 
FOR EXPLOITATION IN FORESEEABLE FUTURE. 

3. GOTT HAS COMMISSIONED A STUDY OF THE PRESENT RESERVE 
POSITION BY AN INDEPENDENT CONSULTANT. WE WILL ADVISE RESULTS 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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WHEN THESE ARE AVAILABLE. IN THE INTERIM, HOWEVER, WE 
RECOMMEND THAT WASHINGTON AGENCIES USE 14-18 TRILLION 
CUBIC FEET FIGURES, WHICH ARE MORE REALISTIC, IN EMBASSY'S 
VIEW. 
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